
PAVEMENTS, SIDEWALKS, AND ELEVATED STRUCTURES (EXCERPT)
Act 246 of 1931

41.271 Pavements or sidewalks; application by petition; eligibility of signers, certificate of
tax status; authority of county road commissioners; highway or public highway, definition.
Sec. 1. Whenever the owners of more than 51% of the lineal frontage of lands outside of the corporate

limits of any city or village fronting or touching upon any public highway or portion thereof, desire a
pavement or sidewalks built thereon, they may file an application for such improvement with the county road
commissioners of the county in which such pavement or sidewalk is proposed to be built. No application for
the paving of any highway, or portion thereof, shall be considered unless at least 75% of the lands fronting
thereon have been subdivided into parcels having a frontage of not more than 300 feet each on such highway
or there shall be an average of at least 1 building, including buildings under construction, located along the
portion of such highway proposed to be paved for every 300 lineal feet thereof, according to a survey thereof
to be made by the commissioners. The eligibility of signers to any application hereby authorized may be
determined by their interest of record in the office of the register of deeds or in the probate court of the county
in which such lands are situated at the time the petition is presented or by other satisfactory proof of interest
presented to the commissioners. Such petition shall be accompanied by a description of the land fronting or
touching on the highway owned by each signer and by a certificate of the county treasurer, showing the taxes
or special assessments, if any, against such lands which appear delinquent on his books; no name of any
signer on the petition shall be considered valid whose land fronting or touching on the highways shows
delinquent assessments or taxes on such certificate. Any petition so received by the commissioners or
presented to them under the provisions of this act, shall be deemed to confer full authority to cause such work
to be done in order that the proper proportion of the expense thereof may be met accordingly. The
commissioners shall have all the power of laying out and establishing all such pavements or sidewalks. The
words “highway” or “public highway” as used in this act mean any road, street or alley taken over by and
under the jurisdiction of the board of county road commissioners.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945;CL 1948, 41.271;Am. 1951, Act 73, Imd.
Eff. May 28, 1951;Am. 1960, Act 47, Imd. Eff. Apr. 19, 1960;Am. 1967, Act 42, Imd. Eff. June 7, 1967.

PAVEMENTS, SIDEWALKS, AND ELEVATED STRUCTURES (EXCERPT)
Act 246 of 1931

41.272 Pavements or sidewalks; survey, plat; adoption of materials, grade and manner of
construction by county road commissioners.
Sec. 2. Upon the filing of such application, the commissioners shall proceed to examine the location, and,

if they deem the proposed improvement necessary, shall cause a survey thereof and establish grades and make
specifications of the kind of improvement suitable for the purpose, and estimates of the cost thereof to be filed
with them by a registered engineer. The said commissioners shall also cause a plat to be made of said
proposed improvement and of the lands that may be benefited by the proposed improvement. The
commissioners may adopt such kind of material, grade and manner of construction as they shall deem best
under the circumstances, and shall assume responsibility for proper inspection during the construction of said
proposed improvement.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945;CL 1948, 41.272.

PAVEMENTS, SIDEWALKS, AND ELEVATED STRUCTURES (EXCERPT)
Act 246 of 1931

41.273 Bridges, drains, curbing, culverts and additional rights of way; deemed part of
improvement.
Sec. 3. All bridges, road drains, drainage structures, curbing, culverts and any additional right of way

required shall be deemed a necessary part of any proposed improvement and the cost and expenses thereof
shall be included in the special assessment roll for such improvement.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945;CL 1948, 41.273;Am. 1951, Act 73, Imd.
Eff. May 28, 1951.

PAVEMENTS, SIDEWALKS, AND ELEVATED STRUCTURES (EXCERPT)
Act 246 of 1931

41.274 Pavements or sidewalks; first order of determination, specifications, description of
assessment district by county road commissioners; location along state trunk line,
approval by state highway commissioner.
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Sec. 4. If after such survey, establishment of grades, plans and specifications and estimates of cost have
been filed with them, the commissioners shall still be of the opinion that the proposed improvement is
necessary for the benefit of the public and is for the benefit of the public welfare and convenience, they shall
make their first order of determination and attach a copy of the specifications to such order. These
specifications shall not be final but may be changed by the commissioners at any time before the final order is
made, but not after the hearing of the objections hereinafter provided for, except after due notice and hearing
thereon. The commissioners shall also attach to such order either a description of the boundaries of the
proposed assessment district or a description of the several parcels of land which may be liable to assessment
for the benefits on account of the proposed improvement: Provided, however, That whenever the proposed
improvement is located on a state trunk line, no hearing as above referred to shall be held unless the state
highway commissioner shall have been furnished with a written determination of necessity signed by the
county road commissioners and a complete file of the plans and specifications, and the approval of the state
highway commissioner as to determination, plans and specifications has been obtained.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 41.274.

PAVEMENTS, SIDEWALKS, AND ELEVATED STRUCTURES (EXCERPT)
Act 246 of 1931

41.275 Pavements or sidewalks; hearing of objections, notice, contents; change in
specifications or boundaries of assessment district, new hearing.
Sec. 5. The commissioners shall hear objections to the proposed improvement at the time and place to be

fixed by them either at the office of the commissioners or at some suitable place within the township in which
the proposed special assessment district is located: Provided, That the holding of such hearing may be
enforced by mandamus in case the commissioners shall fail to hold the hearing within 60 days after the filing
of the petition required under section 1 of this act. At this hearing all parties or persons interested shall be
given an opportunity to present their objections, if any, to the proposed improvement. Notice of this hearing
shall be given by the commissioners by causing a notice thereof to be published at least once in each week for
2 weeks in succession in some newspaper of general circulation in such district, and by posting 5 notices
within the limits of such district, in public and conspicuous places therein. Such posting shall be done and at
least 1 publication in the newspaper shall be made not less than 10 days prior to such hearing. Such notice
shall set forth a description of the boundaries of the proposed special assessment district or the several parcels
of land proposed to be assessed on account of such improvement and the time and place of hearing. At this
hearing the commissioners shall make any changes in the specifications deemed advisable without further
notice or hearing, provided such changes do not increase the estimate more than 10 per cent. If they do
increase the estimate more than 10 per cent, then a new hearing shall be had and notice thereof given as in the
first instance. At such hearing, the commissioners may alter the boundaries of the proposed assessment
district: Provided, however, That if said district is enlarged or otherwise altered so as to embrace additional
lands, hearing thereon after due notice shall be had as hereinbefore provided.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 41.275;Am. 1949, Act 218, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1951, Act 73, Imd.
Eff. May 28, 1951;Am. 1952, Act 241, Eff. Sept. 18, 1952;Am. 1953, Act 84, Imd. Eff. May 18, 1953.

PAVEMENTS, SIDEWALKS, AND ELEVATED STRUCTURES (EXCERPT)
Act 246 of 1931

41.276 Pavements or sidewalks; liability of petitioners.
Sec. 6. The petitioners for the construction of any improvement under the provisions of this act shall be

jointly and severally liable for the costs and expense of proceedings had, but not for any portion of the
construction of the improvement, in case the proceedings therefor shall be dismissed for any cause where the
county road commissioners have incurred expense because of such petition.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945;CL 1948, 41.276.

PAVEMENTS, SIDEWALKS, AND ELEVATED STRUCTURES (EXCERPT)
Act 246 of 1931

41.277 Pavements or sidewalks; final order of determination, attachment of specifications.
Sec. 7. Within 30 days after hearing objections, if the commissioners shall deem the proposed

improvement necessary for the benefit of the public welfare and convenience, they shall make their final order
in writing, under their hands, determining that the proposed improvement shall be made according to the final
specifications adopted by them, a copy of which specifications shall be attached to said order.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;CL 1948, 41.277;Am. 1952, Act 241, Eff. Sept. 18, 1952.
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PAVEMENTS, SIDEWALKS, AND ELEVATED STRUCTURES (EXCERPT)
Act 246 of 1931

41.280 Assessment of benefits against township and parcels of land; review; assessment
against state lands; numbering of districts.
Sec. 10. The commissioners shall apportion the percentage of the total cost of the improvement which the

township at large shall be taxed to pay by reason of the benefit to the public convenience and welfare, which
shall not exceed 25% of the total cost of the improvement, and may apportion a percentage of the total cost of
the improvement, to be borne by the board of county road commissioners from the county road fund, and
shall also apportion the percentage of the benefits to accrue to any piece or parcel of land by reason of the
construction of that improvement over and above the sum of the percent assessed against the township at large
and the percentage, if any, apportioned to the board of county road commissioners to be paid from the county
road fund as provided in this section, which percent of benefit shall be apportioned upon and assessed against
the lands benefited, according to the benefits received, and which apportionment shall be announced at the
time and place of hearing objections to and equalizing the apportionment of benefits. The assessments of
percent benefits shall be subject to review and correction and may be reviewed in the manner provided in this
act. All appeals in this act provided for shall be from the apportionment of the percent of benefits. Any state
lands, except state tax homestead or state swamp lands under the control of the department of natural
resources, benefited by any such improvement, shall be liable to assessment in the same manner as are
privately owned lands. The amount of any assessment on state land shall be certified by the board of county
road commissioners, and shall be paid by the state treasurer. Payment shall be made out of any funds in the
state treasury appropriated for that purpose. In any case where an assessment is imposed by the board of
county road commissioners under this act the state shall have the same right of appeal as is given to owners of
other lands. The board of county road commissioners shall designate each assessment district by number, by
which number it shall thereafter be known. Whenever any state land is assessed for benefits, the board of
county road commissioners shall give 10 days' notice to the state treasurer of the time and place of the
hearing of objections on account of the assessment.

History: 1931, Act 246, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;Am. 1945, Act 141, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945;CL 1948, 41.280;Am. 2002, Act 373, Imd.
Eff. May 24, 2002.
TOWNSHIP AND VILLAGE PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT AND PUBLIC SERVICE ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 116 of 1923

41.411 Township board, common council, or board of trustees of incorporated village;
powers and duties; short title.
Sec. 1. (1) In township lands, the township board or common council or board of trustees of an

incorporated village may do 1 or more of the following:
(a) Make public improvements and provide public service by constructing bridges over natural or artificial

waterways; grading, paving, curbing, stoning, graveling, macadamizing, or cinderizing streets; treating the
streets with chloride or other suitable dust laying process or material; laying storm sewers to care for surface
water in the streets; destroying weeds; providing street markers and lighting; contracting for public
transportation facilities; providing police protection or contracting for police protection; establishing and
maintaining garbage and mixed refuse systems or plants for the collection and disposal of garbage and mixed
refuse or contracting for such collection and disposal for not to exceed 30 years; constructing or acquiring and
maintaining sanitary sewers and sewage disposal plants or equipment; constructing filtration plants;
constructing sidewalks; purchasing or constructing waterworks; purchasing fire apparatus and equipment;
constructing and maintaining housing facilities for fire apparatus and equipment; making extensions of water
mains to provide water for fire protection and domestic uses; trimming and spraying trees and shrubbery;
providing and maintaining soil and beach erosion control measures including, but not limited to, the
construction of breakwaters, retaining walls, and sea walls, in or for township lands or waters adjacent or
contiguous to township lands; establishing and conducting chemical beach treatment service necessary for the
control of aquatic nuisances such as swimmers' itch or contracting with others to provide the services.

(b) Levy and collect special assessments to pay the cost of an improvement or service and issue bonds in
anticipation of the collection of the special assessments, upon filing the petition and subject to the terms and
conditions provided in sections 2 to 5.

(2) In an incorporated village, the common council or board of trustees is vested with and shall perform the
powers and duties vested by this section and sections 2 to 5 in the township board in areas outside of the
incorporated village.
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(3) The township board or common council or board of trustees of an incorporated village may purchase,
accept by gift or devise, or condemn private property. If the property is to be acquired by condemnation, the
provisions of Act No. 149 of the Public Acts of 1911, as amended, being sections 213.21 to 213.25 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws; the uniform condemnation procedures act, Act No. 87 of the Public Acts of 1980,
being sections 213.51 to 213.77 of the Michigan Compiled Laws; or other appropriate provisions of law may
be adopted and used for the purpose of instituting and prosecuting the condemnation proceedings.

(4) This act shall be known and may be cited as the “township and village public improvement and public
service act”.

History: 1923, Act 116, Eff. Aug. 30, 1923;Am. 1925, Act 263, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;Am. 1927, Act 58, Imd. Eff. Apr. 21, 1927;
Am. 1929, Act 232, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;CL 1929, 2385;Am. 1931, Act 140, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1931;Am. 1937, Act 318, Imd.
Eff. July 27, 1937;Am. 1941, Act 201, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;Am. 1945, Act 239, Eff. Sept. 6, 1945;Am. 1947, Act 150, Imd. Eff.
June 2, 1947;CL 1948, 41.411;Am. 1952, Act 43, Imd. Eff. Apr. 1, 1952;Am. 1957, Act 227, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;Am. 1961,
Act 33, Imd. Eff. May 18, 1961;Am. 1967, Ex. Sess., Act 1, Imd. Eff. Nov. 3, 1967;Am. 1989, Act 82, Imd. Eff. June 20, 1989.

PURCHASE OF SUPPLIES (EXCERPT)
Act 307 of 1917

45.97 Adoption of act by counties; scope.
Sec. 17. The provisions of this act shall not apply to any county except where such county, by its board of

supervisors, shall adopt the provisions hereof. Upon petition of not less than 25 electors of any county in this
state, addressed to the board of supervisors, such board shall have power, by resolution, to adopt the
provisions of this act in and for their respective counties. The provisions of this act shall not apply to counties
having a population of less than 75,000 inhabitants.

History: 1917, Act 307, Eff. Aug. 10, 1917;CL 1929, 1445;Am. 1931, Act 144, Imd. Eff. May 21, 1931;CL 1948, 45.97.

THE HOME RULE CITY ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 279 of 1909

117.4h Public ways; permissible charter provisions.
Sec. 4-h. Each city may in its charter provide:
(1) For the use, regulation, improvement and control of the surface of its streets, alleys and public ways,

and of the space above and beneath them;
(2) For the use, by others than the owner, of property located in streets, alleys and public places, in the

operation of a public utility, upon the payment of a reasonable compensation to the owners thereof;
(3) For a plan of streets and alleys within and for a distance of not more than 3 miles beyond its limits;
(4) For the use, control and regulation of streams, waters and water courses within its boundaries, but not

so as to conflict with the law or action thereunder where a navigable stream is bridged or dammed; or with
riparian or littoral rights without their corporate limits;

(5) For securing by condemnation, by agreement or purchase, or by any other means, an easement in
property abutting or adjacent to any navigable stream, for the purpose of securing the privilege and right to
construct, own and maintain along or adjacent to any navigable stream an elevated structure of 1 or more
levels for use as vehicular or pedestrian passageway, or for any other municipal purpose;

(6) For the acquiring, establishment, operation, extension and maintenance of facilities for the storage and
parking of vehicles within its corporate limits, including the fixing and collection of charges for services and
use thereof on a public utility basis, and for such purpose to acquire by gift, purchase, condemnation or
otherwise the land necessary therefor;

(7) For the acquiring, constructing, establishment, operation, extension and maintenance of facilities for
the docking of pleasure water crafts and/or hydroplanes within its corporate limits, including the fixing and
collection of charges for use thereof, and for such purpose or purposes to acquire by gift, purchase,
condemnation or otherwise, the land necessary therefor.

History: Add. 1929, Act 126, Eff. Aug. 28, 1929;CL 1929, 2238;Am. 1931, Act 295, Imd. Eff. June 8, 1931;CL 1948, 117.4h
.

THE HOME RULE CITY ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 279 of 1909

117.6 Incorporation, consolidation, or alteration of boundaries; petition; signatures; deposit;
enumeration.
Sec. 6. Cities may be incorporated or territory detached therefrom or added thereto, or consolidation made

of 2 or more cities or villages into 1 city, or of a city and 1 or more villages into 1 city, or of 1 or more cities
or villages together with additional territory not included within any incorporated city or village into 1 city, by
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proceedings originating by petition therefor signed by qualified electors who are freeholders residing within
the cities, villages, or townships to be affected thereby, to a number not less than 1% of the population of the
territory affected thereby according to the last preceding United States census, or according to a census to be
taken as hereinafter provided, which number shall be in no case less than 100, and not less than 10 of the
signatures to such petition shall be obtained from each city, village, or township to be affected by the
proposed change: Provided, That in the incorporation of a city from an existing village without change of
boundaries the requisite number of signatures may be obtained from throughout the village without regard to
the townships in which the signers are residents: Provided further, That as an alternate method in the case of
an annexation proceeding in which there are less than 10 persons qualified to sign the petition living in that
unincorporated territory of any township or townships proposed to be annexed to a city, that the signatures on
the petition of persons, firms, corporations, the United States government, or the state or any of its
subdivisions who collectively hold equitable title as vendees under a recorded land contract or memorandum
of land contract, or record legal title to more than 1/2 of the area of the land exclusive of streets, in the
territory to be annexed at the time of filing the petition, will suffice in lieu of obtaining 10 signatures from the
township in which such area to be annexed lies: And provided further, That on such petition each signature
shall be followed by a description of the land and the area represented thereby and a sworn statement shall
also accompany such petition giving the total area of the land, exclusive of streets, lying within the area
proposed to be annexed: Provided further, That before any signatures are obtained on a petition as
hereinbefore provided, such petition shall have attached to it a map or drawing showing clearly the territory
proposed to be incorporated, detached, or added, and each prospective signer shall be shown such map or
drawing before signing the petition. Such petition shall be verified by the oath of 1 or more petitioners. The
county clerk upon the presentment of a petition for incorporation of a new city for filing shall forthwith
estimate all necessary expense that may be incurred by the county in the incorporation proceedings, and the
clerk thereupon shall require that the sum so estimated, which in no case shall exceed $500.00, be deposited
with the clerk and shall refuse to accept the petition for filing until the sum is so deposited: Provided, That in
proceedings for the incorporation of a new city or the consolidation of 2 or more cities or villages into 1 city,
or of a city and 1 or more villages into 1 city or of 1 or more cities or villages together with additional
territory not included within any incorporated city or village into 1 city, a petition signed by not less than 100
qualified electors who are freeholders residing within the territory so proposed to be incorporated or
consolidated, praying for the taking of a census of the inhabitants of the territory affected thereby, may be
filed with the county clerk of the county within which said territory is located. The county clerk shall, within
5 days after the filing of such petition, certify to the mayor of each city, president of each village, and
supervisor of each township affected thereby, and to the secretary of state that such petition has so been filed.
Within 5 days after the service of such certificate, the secretary of state shall appoint an enumerator or
enumerators to enumerate the inhabitants of each such city, village, and the portion of each township
proposed to be so incorporated, or a consolidation made thereof. Before entering upon the duties of said
office, each such enumerator shall take and subscribe to the constitutional oath of office before some officer
authorized to administer oaths and file the same with the secretary of state and with the county clerk of the
county in which such territory is located. It shall be the duty of each enumerator so appointed to enumerate all
of the bona fide inhabitants of such city, village, or township, territory or portion thereof assigned to the
enumerator by the secretary of state and to visit each house or dwelling and to obtain the names of each
known resident thereof. The city, village, or township within which the services of the enumerator are
rendered shall pay for such services together with any actual and necessary expenses incurred by the
enumerator. The rate of pay and actual and necessary expenses of the enumerator shall be set by the
governing body of the city, village, or township in which the census takes place. Upon completing such
enumeration it shall be the duty of the persons so appointed to make a return in duplicate of such enumeration
showing the names of the inhabitants of each such city, village, or township, territory or district to the county
clerk and to the secretary of state. No such enumeration or census shall be conducted in any city, village or
township, or portion thereof, within 2 years of the date of the last enumeration in such territory. Every such
enumeration shall be conducted under the general supervision and control of the secretary of state who is
hereby empowered to make rules and regulations for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act.

History: 1909, Act 279, Eff. Sept. 1, 1909;CL 1915, 3309;Am. 1919, Act 84, Eff. Aug. 14, 1919;CL 1929, 2242;Am. 1931,
Act 314, Imd. Eff. June 16, 1931;Am. 1939, Act 231, Eff. Sept. 29, 1939;Am. 1947, Act 334, Eff. Oct. 11, 1947;CL 1948, 117.6;
Am. 1956, Act 77, Eff. Aug. 11, 1956;Am. 1957, Act 210, Eff. Sept. 27, 1957;Am. 1984, Act 352, Eff. Mar. 29, 1985.

STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ACT OF 1966 (EXCERPT)
Act 346 of 1966
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125.1448g Deed of sale; execution; operation; right, title, and interest vested in grantee;
recordation; redemption of premises.
Sec. 48g. (1) The person making the sale shall execute deeds specifying the names of the parties in the

action, the date of the land contract or mortgage held by the authority, when and where it was recorded, a
description of the premises sold, and the amount for which each parcel of land described in the deed was sold;
and shall indorse upon each deed the time it becomes operative if the premises are not redeemed according to
law. Unless the premises or any parcel of them are redeemed within the time limited for redemption the deed
shall become operative as to all parcels not redeemed, and shall vest in the grantee named in the deed or his or
her heirs or assigns all the right, title, and interest which the mortgagor had at the time of the execution of the
mortgage or at any time thereafter.

(2) The deed of sale as soon as practicable, and within 20 days after the sale, shall be deposited with the
register of deeds of the county in which the land described in the deed of sale is situated, and the register shall
indorse upon the deed the time it was received and shall record the deed at length in a book to be provided in
his or her office for that purpose and shall index the deed in the regular index of deeds, and the fee for
recording the deed shall be included among the other costs and expenses allowed by law. If the premises or
any parcel of them are redeemed the register of deeds shall write on the face of the record the word
“redeemed” and shall write at what date the entry is made and sign the entry with his or her official signature.

History: Add. 1981, Act 173, Imd. Eff. Dec. 10, 1981.
STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ACT OF 1966 (EXCERPT)

Act 346 of 1966

125.1449h Deed; execution, acknowledgment, and delivery by officer or person making sale;
separate deeds where lands situated in several counties; endorsement, recordation, and
indexation of deed by register of deeds; redemption.
Sec. 49h. The officer or person making the sale shall forthwith execute, acknowledge, and deliver, to each

purchaser a deed of the premises bid off by the officer or person making the sale; and if the lands are situated
in several counties, the officer or person making the sale shall make separate deeds of the lands in each
county, and specify in each deed the precise amount for which each parcel of land described in the deed was
sold. The officer or person making the sale shall endorse upon each deed the time when the deed becomes
operative, if the premises are not redeemed according to law. Each deed shall, as soon as practicable, and
within 20 days after such sale, be deposited with the register of deeds of the county in which the land
described in the deed is situated, and the register shall endorse on the deed the time the deed was received,
and for the better preservation thereof, shall record the deed at length in a book to be provided in his or her
office for that purpose; and shall index the deed in the regular index of deeds. The fee for recording the deed
shall be included among the other costs and expenses allowed by law. In case such premises shall be
redeemed, the register of deeds shall, at the time of destroying the deed, as provided in section 49l, write on
the face of the record the word “redeemed”, stating at what date the entry is made, and signing the entry with
his or her official signature.

History: Add. 1981, Act 173, Imd. Eff. Dec. 10, 1981.
STATE HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ACT OF 1966 (EXCERPT)

Act 346 of 1966

125.1449i Deed; right, title, and interest vested in grantee; record of deed valid without
re-recordation; effect of sale on valid subsisting lien created before mortgage lien took
effect.
Sec. 49i. Unless the premises described in such deed shall be redeemed within the time limited for such

redemption as provided in section 49j, such deed shall thereupon become operative, and shall vest in the
grantee therein named or his or her heirs or assigns, all the right, title, and interest which the mortgagor had at
the time of the execution of the mortgage, or at any time thereafter, except as to any parcel or parcels which
may have been redeemed and canceled, as provided in sections 49j to 49u; and the record thereof shall
thereafter, for all purposes be deemed a valid record of the deed without being re-recorded, but no person
having any valid subsisting lien upon the mortgaged premises or any part thereof, created before the lien of
such mortgage took effect, shall be prejudiced by any such sale, nor shall his or her rights or interests be in
any way affected thereby.

History: Add. 1981, Act 173, Imd. Eff. Dec. 10, 1981.
URBAN HOMESTEADING ON VACANT LAND ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 129 of 1999
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125.2745 Deeding property to applicant; conditions to receiving ownership.
Sec. 5. (1) If the applicant substantially meets the criteria in section 4 and receives a commitment to

finance construction on the property, the local governmental unit shall deed that property to the applicant for
$1.00.

(2) As a condition of receiving ownership of the property under this section, the applicant shall do both of
the following:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in a mortgage agreement with an entity that takes a mortgage on the
property, maintain and regularly fund an escrow account with the local governmental unit for the payment of
property taxes and insurance on the property.

(b) Agree to deed the property back to the local governmental unit if the home is not constructed or not in
the process of being constructed within 1 year from the date of the transfer. The local governmental unit may
enforce this provision with the use of a deed restriction or other restriction in the chain of title.

History: 1999, Act 129, Imd. Eff. July 23, 1999.
THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 206 of 1893

211.7m Property owned or being acquired by county, township, city, village, school district,
or political subdivision; parks.
Sec. 7m. Property owned by, or being acquired pursuant to, an installment purchase agreement by a

county, township, city, village, or school district used for public purposes and property owned or being
acquired by an agency, authority, instrumentality, nonprofit corporation, commission, or other separate legal
entity comprised solely of, or which is wholly owned by, or whose members consist solely of a political
subdivision, a combination of political subdivisions, or a combination of political subdivisions and the state
and is used to carry out a public purpose itself or on behalf of a political subdivision or a combination is
exempt from taxation under this act. Parks shall be open to the public generally. This exemption shall not
apply to property acquired after July 19, 1966, unless a deed or other memorandum of conveyance is recorded
in the county where the property is located before December 31 of the year of acquisition, or the local
assessing officer is notified by registered mail of the acquisition before December 31 of the year of
acquisition.

History: Add. 1980, Act 142, Imd. Eff. June 2, 1980.

Popular name: Act 206
THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 206 of 1893

211.8 Personal property; scope.
Sec. 8. For the purposes of taxation, personal property includes all of the following:
(a) All goods, chattels, and effects within this state.
(b) All goods, chattels, and effects belonging to inhabitants of this state, located without this state, except

that property actually and permanently invested in business in another state shall not be included.
(c) All interests owned by individuals in real property, the fee title to which is in this state or the United

States, except as otherwise provided in this act.
(d) For taxes levied before January 1, 2003, buildings and improvements located upon leased real property,

except if the value of the real property is also assessed to the lessee or owner of those buildings and
improvements. For taxes levied after December 31, 2002, buildings and improvements located upon leased
real property, except buildings and improvements exempt under section 9f or improvements assessable under
subdivision (h), shall be assessed as real property under section 2 to the owner of the buildings or
improvements in the local tax collecting unit in which the buildings or improvements are located if the value
of the buildings or improvements is not otherwise included in the assessment of the real property. For taxes
levied after December 31, 2001, buildings and improvements exempt under section 9f or improvements
assessable under subdivision (h) and located on leased real property shall be assessed as personal property.

(e) Tombs or vaults built within any burial grounds and kept for hire or rent, in whole or in part, and the
stock of a corporation or association owning the tombs, vaults, or burial grounds.

(f) All other personal property not enumerated in this section and not especially exempted by law.
(g) The personal property of gas and coke companies, natural gas companies, electric light companies,

waterworks companies, hydraulic companies, and pipe line companies transporting oil or gas as public or
common carriers, to be assessed in the local tax collecting unit in which the personal property is located. The
mains, pipes, supports, and wires of these companies, including the supports and wire or other line used for
communication purposes in the operation of those facilities, and the rights of way and the easements or other
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interests in real property by virtue of which the mains, pipes, supports, and wires are erected and maintained,
shall be assessed as personal property in the local tax collecting unit where laid, placed, or located. Interests in
underground rock strata used for gas storage purposes, whether by lease or ownership separate from the
surface of real property, shall be separately valued and assessed as personal property in the local tax
collecting unit in which it is located to the person who holds the interest. Interests in underground rock strata
shall be reported as personal property to the appropriate assessing officer for all property descriptions
included in the storage field in the local tax collecting unit and a separate valuation shall be assessed for each
school district. The personal property of street railroad, plank road, cable or electric railroad or transportation
companies, bridge companies, and all other companies not required to pay a specific tax to this state in lieu of
all other taxes, shall, except as otherwise provided in this section, be assessed in the local tax collecting unit
in which the property is located, used, or laid, and the track, road, or bridge of a company is considered
personal property. None of the property assessable as personal property under this subdivision shall be
affected by any assessment or tax levied on the real property through or over which the personal property is
laid, placed, or located, nor shall any right of way, easement, or other interest in real property, assessable as
personal property under this subdivision, be extinguished or otherwise affected in case the real property
subject to assessment is sold in the exercise of the taxing power.

(h) During the tenancy of a lessee, leasehold improvements and structures installed and constructed on real
property by the lessee, provided and to the extent the improvements or structures add to the true cash taxable
value of the real property notwithstanding that the real property is encumbered by a lease agreement, and the
value added by the improvements or structures is not otherwise included in the assessment of the real property
or not otherwise assessable under subdivision (j). The cost of leasehold improvements and structures on real
property shall not be the sole indicator of value. Leasehold improvements and structures assessed under this
subdivision shall be assessed to the lessee.

(i) A leasehold estate received by a sublessor from which the sublessor receives net rentals in excess of net
rentals required to be paid by the sublessor except to the extent that the excess rentals are attributable to the
installation and construction of improvements and structures assessed under subdivision (h) or (j) or included
in the assessment of the real property. For purposes of this act, a leasehold estate is considered to be owned by
the lessee receiving additional net rentals. A lessee in possession is required to provide the assessor with the
name and address of its lessor. Taxes collected under this act on leasehold estates shall become a lien against
the rentals paid by the sublessee to the sublessor.

(j) To the extent not assessed as real property, a leasehold estate of a lessee created by the difference
between the income that would be received by the lessor from the lessee on the basis of the present economic
income of the property as defined and allowed by section 27(4), minus the actual value to the lessor under the
lease. This subdivision does not apply to property if subject to a lease entered into before January 1, 1984 for
which the terms of the lease governing the rental rate or the tax liability have not been renegotiated after
December 31, 1983. This subdivision does not apply to a nonprofit housing cooperative. As used in this
subdivision, "nonprofit cooperative housing corporation" means a nonprofit cooperative housing corporation
that is engaged in providing housing services to its stockholders and members and that does not pay dividends
or interest upon stock or membership investment but that does distribute all earnings to its stockholders or
members.

(k) For taxes levied after December 31, 2002, a trade fixture.
(l) For taxes levied after December 31, 2005, a wind energy system. As used in this subdivision, "wind

energy system" means an integrated unit consisting of a wind turbine composed of a rotor, an electrical
generator, a control system, an inverter or other power conditioning unit, and a tower, which uses moving air
to produce power.

History: 1893, Act 206, Eff. June 12, 1893;CL 1897, 3831;CL 1915, 4002;Am. 1917, Act 8, Eff. Aug. 10, 1917;Am. 1921,
Act 297, Eff. Aug. 18, 1921;Am. 1925, Act 193, Eff. Aug. 27, 1925;Am. 1929, Act 322, Imd. Eff. May 28, 1929;CL 1929, 3396;
Am. 1931, Act 94, Imd. Eff. May 11, 1931;CL 1948, 211.8;Am. 1949, Act 61, Eff. Sept. 23, 1949;Am. 1964, Act 275, Eff.
Aug. 28, 1964;Am. 1978, Act 408, Imd. Eff. Sept. 26, 1978;Am. 1982, Act 539, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;Am. 1983, Act 254, Imd. Eff.
Dec. 29, 1983;Am. 2000, Act 415, Imd. Eff. Jan. 8, 2001;Am. 2002, Act 620, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2002;Am. 2006, Act 633, Imd.
Eff. Jan. 4, 2007.

Popular name: Act 206
THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 206 of 1893

211.27a Property tax assessment; determining taxable value; adjustment; exception;
"transfer of ownership" defined; qualified agricultural property; notice of transfer of
property; applicability of subsection (10); definitions.

Rendered Saturday, March 10, 2007 Page 8 Michigan Compiled Laws Complete Through PA 1 of 2007

 Legislative Council, State of Michigan Courtesy of www.legislature.mi.gov



Sec. 27a. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, property shall be assessed at 50% of its true cash
value under section 3 of article IX of the state constitution of 1963.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (3), for taxes levied in 1995 and for each year after 1995,
the taxable value of each parcel of property is the lesser of the following:

(a) The property's taxable value in the immediately preceding year minus any losses, multiplied by the
lesser of 1.05 or the inflation rate, plus all additions. For taxes levied in 1995, the property's taxable value in
the immediately preceding year is the property's state equalized valuation in 1994.

(b) The property's current state equalized valuation.
(3) Upon a transfer of ownership of property after 1994, the property's taxable value for the calendar year

following the year of the transfer is the property's state equalized valuation for the calendar year following the
transfer.

(4) If the taxable value of property is adjusted under subsection (3), a subsequent increase in the property's
taxable value is subject to the limitation set forth in subsection (2) until a subsequent transfer of ownership
occurs. If the taxable value of property is adjusted under subsection (3) and the assessor determines that there
had not been a transfer of ownership, the taxable value of the property shall be adjusted at the July or
December board of review. Notwithstanding the limitation provided in section 53b(1) on the number of years
for which a correction may be made, the July or December board of review may adjust the taxable value of
property under this subsection for the current year and for the 3 immediately preceding calendar years. A
corrected tax bill shall be issued for each tax year for which the taxable value is adjusted by the local tax
collecting unit if the local tax collecting unit has possession of the tax roll or by the county treasurer if the
county has possession of the tax roll. For purposes of section 53b, an adjustment under this subsection shall
be considered the correction of a clerical error.

(5) Assessment of property, as required in this section and section 27, is inapplicable to the assessment of
property subject to the levy of ad valorem taxes within voted tax limitation increases to pay principal and
interest on limited tax bonds issued by any governmental unit, including a county, township, community
college district, or school district, before January 1, 1964, if the assessment required to be made under this act
would be less than the assessment as state equalized prevailing on the property at the time of the issuance of
the bonds. This inapplicability shall continue until levy of taxes to pay principal and interest on the bonds is
no longer required. The assessment of property required by this act shall be applicable for all other purposes.

(6) As used in this act, "transfer of ownership" means the conveyance of title to or a present interest in
property, including the beneficial use of the property, the value of which is substantially equal to the value of
the fee interest. Transfer of ownership of property includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(a) A conveyance by deed.
(b) A conveyance by land contract. The taxable value of property conveyed by a land contract executed

after December 31, 1994 shall be adjusted under subsection (3) for the calendar year following the year in
which the contract is entered into and shall not be subsequently adjusted under subsection (3) when the deed
conveying title to the property is recorded in the office of the register of deeds in the county in which the
property is located.

(c) A conveyance to a trust after December 31, 1994, except if the settlor or the settlor's spouse, or both,
conveys the property to the trust and the sole present beneficiary or beneficiaries are the settlor or the settlor's
spouse, or both.

(d) A conveyance by distribution from a trust, except if the distributee is the sole present beneficiary or the
spouse of the sole present beneficiary, or both.

(e) A change in the sole present beneficiary or beneficiaries of a trust, except a change that adds or
substitutes the spouse of the sole present beneficiary.

(f) A conveyance by distribution under a will or by intestate succession, except if the distributee is the
decedent's spouse.

(g) A conveyance by lease if the total duration of the lease, including the initial term and all options for
renewal, is more than 35 years or the lease grants the lessee a bargain purchase option. As used in this
subdivision, "bargain purchase option" means the right to purchase the property at the termination of the lease
for not more than 80% of the property's projected true cash value at the termination of the lease. After
December 31, 1994, the taxable value of property conveyed by a lease with a total duration of more than 35
years or with a bargain purchase option shall be adjusted under subsection (3) for the calendar year following
the year in which the lease is entered into. This subdivision does not apply to personal property except
buildings described in section 14(6) and personal property described in section 8(h), (i), and (j). This
subdivision does not apply to that portion of the property not subject to the leasehold interest conveyed.

(h) A conveyance of an ownership interest in a corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, limited
liability company, limited liability partnership, or other legal entity if the ownership interest conveyed is more
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than 50% of the corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, limited liability company, limited liability
partnership, or other legal entity. Unless notification is provided under subsection (10), the corporation,
partnership, sole proprietorship, limited liability company, limited liability partnership, or other legal entity
shall notify the assessing officer on a form provided by the state tax commission not more than 45 days after a
conveyance of an ownership interest that constitutes a transfer of ownership under this subdivision.

(i) A transfer of property held as a tenancy in common, except that portion of the property not subject to
the ownership interest conveyed.

(j) A conveyance of an ownership interest in a cooperative housing corporation, except that portion of the
property not subject to the ownership interest conveyed.

(7) Transfer of ownership does not include the following:
(a) The transfer of property from 1 spouse to the other spouse or from a decedent to a surviving spouse.
(b) A transfer from a husband, a wife, or a husband and wife creating or disjoining a tenancy by the

entireties in the grantors or the grantor and his or her spouse.
(c) A transfer of that portion of property subject to a life estate or life lease retained by the transferor, until

expiration or termination of the life estate or life lease. That portion of property transferred that is not subject
to a life lease shall be adjusted under subsection (3).

(d) A transfer through foreclosure or forfeiture of a recorded instrument under chapter 31, 32, or 57 of the
revised judicature act of 1961, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.3101 to 600.3280 and MCL 600.5701 to 600.5759, or
through deed or conveyance in lieu of a foreclosure or forfeiture, until the mortgagee or land contract vendor
subsequently transfers the property. If a mortgagee does not transfer the property within 1 year of the
expiration of any applicable redemption period, the property shall be adjusted under subsection (3).

(e) A transfer by redemption by the person to whom taxes are assessed of property previously sold for
delinquent taxes.

(f) A conveyance to a trust if the settlor or the settlor's spouse, or both, conveys the property to the trust
and the sole present beneficiary of the trust is the settlor or the settlor's spouse, or both.

(g) A transfer pursuant to a judgment or order of a court of record making or ordering a transfer, unless a
specific monetary consideration is specified or ordered by the court for the transfer.

(h) A transfer creating or terminating a joint tenancy between 2 or more persons if at least 1 of the persons
was an original owner of the property before the joint tenancy was initially created and, if the property is held
as a joint tenancy at the time of conveyance, at least 1 of the persons was a joint tenant when the joint tenancy
was initially created and that person has remained a joint tenant since the joint tenancy was initially created. A
joint owner at the time of the last transfer of ownership of the property is an original owner of the property.
For purposes of this subdivision, a person is an original owner of property owned by that person's spouse.

(i) A transfer for security or an assignment or discharge of a security interest.
(j) A transfer of real property or other ownership interests among members of an affiliated group. As used

in this subsection, "affiliated group" means 1 or more corporations connected by stock ownership to a
common parent corporation. Upon request by the state tax commission, a corporation shall furnish proof
within 45 days that a transfer meets the requirements of this subdivision. A corporation that fails to comply
with a request by the state tax commission under this subdivision is subject to a fine of $200.00.

(k) Normal public trading of shares of stock or other ownership interests that, over any period of time,
cumulatively represent more than 50% of the total ownership interest in a corporation or other legal entity and
are traded in multiple transactions involving unrelated individuals, institutions, or other legal entities.

(l) A transfer of real property or other ownership interests among corporations, partnerships, limited
liability companies, limited liability partnerships, or other legal entities if the entities involved are commonly
controlled. Upon request by the state tax commission, a corporation, partnership, limited liability company,
limited liability partnership, or other legal entity shall furnish proof within 45 days that a transfer meets the
requirements of this subdivision. A corporation, partnership, limited liability company, limited liability
partnership, or other legal entity that fails to comply with a request by the state tax commission under this
subdivision is subject to a fine of $200.00.

(m) A direct or indirect transfer of real property or other ownership interests resulting from a transaction
that qualifies as a tax-free reorganization under section 368 of the internal revenue code, 26 USC 368. Upon
request by the state tax commission, a property owner shall furnish proof within 45 days that a transfer meets
the requirements of this subdivision. A property owner who fails to comply with a request by the state tax
commission under this subdivision is subject to a fine of $200.00.

(n) A transfer of qualified agricultural property, if the person to whom the qualified agricultural property is
transferred files an affidavit with the assessor of the local tax collecting unit in which the qualified
agricultural property is located and with the register of deeds for the county in which the qualified agricultural
property is located attesting that the qualified agricultural property shall remain qualified agricultural
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property. The affidavit under this subdivision shall be in a form prescribed by the department of treasury. An
owner of qualified agricultural property shall inform a prospective buyer of that qualified agricultural
property that the qualified agricultural property is subject to the recapture tax provided in the agricultural
property recapture act, 2000 PA 261, MCL 211.1001 to 211.1007, if the qualified agricultural property is
converted by a change in use. If property ceases to be qualified agricultural property at any time after being
transferred, all of the following shall occur:

(i) The taxable value of that property shall be adjusted under subsection (3) as of the December 31 in the
year that the property ceases to be qualified agricultural property.

(ii) The property is subject to the recapture tax provided for under the agricultural property recapture act,
2000 PA 261, MCL 211.1001 to 211.1007.

(o) A transfer of qualified forest property, if the person to whom the qualified forest property is transferred
files an affidavit with the assessor of the local tax collecting unit in which the qualified forest property is
located and with the register of deeds for the county in which the qualified forest property is located attesting
that the qualified forest property shall remain qualified forest property. The affidavit under this subdivision
shall be in a form prescribed by the department of treasury. An owner of qualified forest property shall inform
a prospective buyer of that qualified forest property that the qualified forest property is subject to the
recapture tax provided in the qualified forest property recapture tax act, 2006 PA 379, MCL 211.1031 to
211.1036, if the qualified forest property is converted by a change in use. If property ceases to be qualified
forest property at any time after being transferred, all of the following shall occur:

(i) The taxable value of that property shall be adjusted under subsection (3) as of the December 31 in the
year that the property ceases to be qualified forest property.

(ii) The property is subject to the recapture tax provided for under the qualified forest property recapture
tax act, 2006 PA 379, MCL 211.1031 to 211.1036.

(p) Beginning on the effective date of the amendatory act that added this subdivision, a transfer of land, but
not buildings or structures located on the land, which meets 1 or more of the following requirements:

(i) The land is subject to a conservation easement under subpart 11 of part 21 of the natural resources and
environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.2140 to 324.2144. As used in this subparagraph,
"conservation easement" means that term as defined in section 2140 of the natural resources and
environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.2140.

(ii) A transfer of ownership of the land or a transfer of an interest in the land is eligible for a deduction as a
qualified conservation contribution under section 170(h) of the internal revenue code, 26 USC 170.

(8) If all of the following conditions are satisfied, the local tax collecting unit shall revise the taxable value
of qualified agricultural property taxable on the tax roll in the possession of that local tax collecting unit to the
taxable value that qualified agricultural property would have had if there had been no transfer of ownership of
that qualified agricultural property since December 31, 1999 and there had been no adjustment of that
qualified agricultural property's taxable value under subsection (3) since December 31, 1999:

(a) The qualified agricultural property was qualified agricultural property for taxes levied in 1999 and each
year after 1999.

(b) The owner of the qualified agricultural property files an affidavit with the assessor of the local tax
collecting unit under subsection (7)(n).

(9) If the taxable value of qualified agricultural property is adjusted under subsection (8), the owner of that
qualified agricultural property shall not be entitled to a refund for any property taxes collected under this act
on that qualified agricultural property before the adjustment under subsection (8).

(10) The register of deeds of the county where deeds or other title documents are recorded shall notify the
assessing officer of the appropriate local taxing unit not less than once each month of any recorded transaction
involving the ownership of property and shall make any recorded deeds or other title documents available to
that county's tax or equalization department. Unless notification is provided under subsection (6), the buyer,
grantee, or other transferee of the property shall notify the appropriate assessing office in the local unit of
government in which the property is located of the transfer of ownership of the property within 45 days of the
transfer of ownership, on a form prescribed by the state tax commission that states the parties to the transfer,
the date of the transfer, the actual consideration for the transfer, and the property's parcel identification
number or legal description. Forms filed in the assessing office of a local unit of government under this
subsection shall be made available to the county tax or equalization department for the county in which that
local unit of government is located. This subsection does not apply to personal property except buildings
described in section 14(6) and personal property described in section 8(h), (i), and (j).

(11) As used in this section:
(a) "Additions" means that term as defined in section 34d.
(b) "Beneficial use" means the right to possession, use, and enjoyment of property, limited only by
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encumbrances, easements, and restrictions of record.
(c) "Converted by a change in use" means that term as defined in the agricultural property recapture act,

2000 PA 261, MCL 211.1001 to 211.1007.
(d) "Inflation rate" means that term as defined in section 34d.
(e) "Losses" means that term as defined in section 34d.
(f) "Qualified agricultural property" means that term as defined in section 7dd.
(g) "Qualified forest property" means that term as defined in section 7jj[1].
History: Add. 1982, Act 539, Eff. Mar. 30, 1983;Am. 1993, Act 145, Imd. Eff. Aug. 19, 1993;Am. 1993, Act 313, Eff. Mar. 15,

1994;Am. 1994, Act 415, Imd. Eff. Dec. 29, 1994;Am. 1996, Act 476, Imd. Eff. Dec. 26, 1996;Am. 2000, Act 260, Eff. Mar. 28,
2001;Am. 2005, Act 23, Imd. Eff. May 23, 2005;Am. 2006, Act 378, Imd. Eff. Sept. 27, 2006;Am. 2006, Act 446, Imd. Eff. Dec.
8, 2006.

Popular name: Act 206
THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 206 of 1893

211.78i Identification of owners of property interest; title search; personal visit to determine
occupancy; publication of notice; sources of identification; notice provisions; prohibited
assertions if failure to redeem property; noncompliance; “authorized representative”
defined; applicability of other requirements.
Sec. 78i. (1) Not later than May 1 immediately succeeding the forfeiture of property to the county treasurer

under section 78g, the foreclosing governmental unit shall initiate a search of records identified in subsection
(6) to identify the owners of a property interest in the property who are entitled to notice under this section of
the show cause hearing under section 78j and the foreclosure hearing under section 78k. The foreclosing
governmental unit may enter into a contract with 1 or more authorized representatives to perform a title search
or may request from 1 or more authorized representatives another title search product to identify the owners
of a property interest in the property as required under this subsection or to perform other functions required
for the collection of delinquent taxes under this act.

(2) After conducting the search of records under subsection (1), the foreclosing governmental unit or its
authorized representative shall determine the address reasonably calculated to apprise those owners of a
property interest of the show cause hearing under section 78j and the foreclosure hearing under section 78k
and shall send notice of the show cause hearing under section 78j and the foreclosure hearing under section
78k to those owners, and to a person entitled to notice of the return of delinquent taxes under section 78a(4),
by certified mail, return receipt requested, not less than 30 days before the show cause hearing. If after
conducting the search of records under subsection (1) the foreclosing governmental unit is unable to
determine an address reasonably calculated to inform a person with an interest in a forfeited property, or if the
foreclosing governmental unit discovers a deficiency in notice under subsection (4), the following shall be
considered reasonable steps by the foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative to ascertain
the address of a person entitled to notice under this section or to ascertain an address necessary to correct the
deficiency in notice under subsection (4):

(a) For an individual, a search of the records of the probate court for the county in which the property is
located.

(b) For an individual, a search of the qualified voter file established under section 509o of the Michigan
election law, 1954 PA 116, MCL 168.509o, which is authorized by this subdivision.

(c) For a partnership, a search of partnership records filed with the county clerk.
(d) For a business entity other than a partnership, a search of business entity records filed with the

department of labor and economic growth.
(3) The foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative or authorized agent shall make a

personal visit to each parcel of property forfeited to the county treasurer under section 78g to ascertain
whether or not the property is occupied. If the property appears to be occupied, the foreclosing governmental
unit or its authorized representative shall do all of the following:

(a) Attempt to personally serve upon a person occupying the property notice of the show cause hearing
under section 78j and the foreclosure hearing under section 78k.

(b) If a person occupying the property is personally served, orally inform the occupant that the property
will be foreclosed and the occupants will be required to vacate unless all forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes,
interest, penalties, and fees are paid, of the time within which all forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes, interest,
penalties, and fees must be paid, and of agencies or other resources that may be available to assist the owner
to avoid loss of the property.

(c) If the occupant appears to lack the ability to understand the advice given, notify the department of
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human services or provide the occupant with the names and telephone numbers of the agencies that may be
able to assist the occupant.

(d) If the foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative is not able to personally meet with
the occupant, the foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative shall place the notice in a
conspicuous manner on the property and shall also place in a conspicuous manner on the property a notice
that explains, in plain English, that the property will be foreclosed unless forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes,
interest, penalties, and fees are paid, the time within which forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes, interest,
penalties, and fees must be paid, and the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of agencies or other
resources that may be available to assist the occupant to avoid loss of the property. If this state is the
foreclosing governmental unit within a county, the department of treasury shall perform the personal visit to
each parcel of property under this subsection on behalf of this state.

(4) If the foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative discovers any deficiency in the
provision of notice, the foreclosing governmental unit shall take reasonable steps in good faith to correct that
deficiency not later than 30 days before the show cause hearing under section 78j, if possible.

(5) If the foreclosing governmental unit or its authorized representative is unable to ascertain the address
reasonably calculated to apprise the owners of a property interest entitled to notice under this section, or is
unable to notify the owner of a property interest under subsection (2), the notice shall be made by publication.
A notice shall be published for 3 successive weeks, once each week, in a newspaper published and circulated
in the county in which the property is located, if there is one. If no paper is published in that county,
publication shall be made in a newspaper published and circulated in an adjoining county. This publication
shall be instead of notice under subsection (2).

(6) The owner of a property interest is entitled to notice under this section of the show cause hearing under
section 78j and the foreclosure hearing under section 78k if that owner's interest was identifiable by reference
to any of the following sources before the date that the county treasurer records the certificate required under
section 78g(2):

(a) Land title records in the office of the county register of deeds.
(b) Tax records in the office of the county treasurer.
(c) Tax records in the office of the local assessor.
(d) Tax records in the office of the local treasurer.
(7) The notice required under subsections (2) and (3) shall include all of the following:
(a) The date on which the property was forfeited to the county treasurer.
(b) A statement that the person notified may lose his or her interest in the property as a result of the

foreclosure proceeding under section 78k.
(c) A legal description or parcel number of the property and the street address of the property, if available.
(d) The person to whom the notice is addressed.
(e) The total taxes, interest, penalties, and fees due on the property.
(f) The date and time of the show cause hearing under section 78j.
(g) The date and time of the hearing on the petition for foreclosure under section 78k, and a statement that

unless the forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are paid on or before the March 31
immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under section 78k, or in a contested
case within 21 days of the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under section 78k, the title to the
property shall vest absolutely in the foreclosing governmental unit and that all existing interests in oil or gas
in that property shall be extinguished except the following:

(i) The interests of a lessee or an assignee of an interest of a lessee under an oil or gas lease in effect as to
that property or any part of that property if the lease was recorded in the office of the register of deeds in the
county in which the property is located before the date of filing the petition for foreclosure under section 78h.

(ii) Interests preserved as provided in section 1(3) of 1963 PA 42, MCL 554.291.
(h) An explanation of the person's rights of redemption and notice that the rights of redemption will expire

on the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under section 78k,
or in a contested case 21 days after the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under section 78k.

(8) The published notice required under subsection (5) shall include all of the following:
(a) A legal description or parcel number of each property.
(b) The street address of each property, if available.
(c) The name of any person or entity entitled to notice under this section who has not been notified under

subsection (2) or (3).
(d) The date and time of the show cause hearing under section 78j.
(e) The date and time of the hearing on the petition for foreclosure under section 78k.
(f) A statement that unless all forfeited unpaid delinquent taxes, interest, penalties, and fees are paid on or
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before the March 31 immediately succeeding the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under section
78k, or in a contested case within 21 days of the entry of a judgment foreclosing the property under section
78k, the title to the property shall vest absolutely in the foreclosing governmental unit and that all existing
interests in oil or gas in that property shall be extinguished except the following:

(i) The interests of a lessee or an assignee of an interest of a lessee under an oil or gas lease in effect as to
that property or any part of that property if the lease was recorded in the office of the register of deeds in the
county in which the property is located before the date of filing the petition for foreclosure under section 78h.

(ii) Interests preserved as provided in section 1(3) of 1963 PA 42, MCL 554.291.
(g) A statement that a person with an interest in the property may lose his or her interest in the property as

a result of the foreclosure proceeding under section 78k and that all existing interests in oil or gas in that
property shall be extinguished except the following:

(i) The interests of a lessee or an assignee of an interest of a lessee under an oil or gas lease in effect as to
that property or any part of that property if the lease was recorded in the office of the register of deeds in the
county in which the property is located before the date of filing the petition for foreclosure under section 78h.

(ii) Interests preserved as provided in section 1(3) of 1963 PA 42, MCL 554.291.
(9) The owner of a property interest who has been properly served with a notice of the show cause hearing

under section 78j and the foreclosure hearing under section 78k and who failed to redeem the property as
provided under this act shall not assert any of the following:

(a) That notice was insufficient or inadequate on the grounds that some other owner of a property interest
was not also served.

(b) That the redemption period provided under this act was extended in any way on the grounds that some
other owner of a property interest was not also served.

(10) The failure of the foreclosing governmental unit to comply with any provision of this section shall not
invalidate any proceeding under this act if the owner of a property interest or a person to whom a tax deed
was issued is accorded the minimum due process required under the state constitution of 1963 and the
constitution of the United States.

(11) As used in this section, "authorized representative" includes all of the following:
(a) A title insurance company or agent licensed to conduct business in this state.
(b) An attorney licensed to practice law in this state.
(c) A person accredited in land title search procedures by a nationally recognized organization in the field

of land title searching.
(d) A person with demonstrated experience searching land title records, as determined by the foreclosing

governmental unit.
(12) The provisions of this section relating to notice of the show cause hearing under section 78j and the

foreclosure hearing under section 78k are exclusive and exhaustive. Other requirements relating to notice or
proof of service under other law, rule, or legal requirement are not applicable to notice and proof of service
under this section.

History: Add. 1999, Act 123, Eff. Oct. 1, 1999;Am. 2001, Act 101, Imd. Eff. July 30, 2001;Am. 2003, Act 263, Imd. Eff. Jan. 5,
2004;Am. 2006, Act 611, Imd. Eff. Jan. 3, 2007.

Compiler's note: Enacting sections 1 and 3 of Act 263 of 2003 provide:
“Enacting section 1. Section 78i(12) of the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.78i, as added by this amendatory act and

section 78k(5) of the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.78k, as amended by this amendatory act are curative and are
intended to express the original intent of the legislature concerning the application of 1999 PA 123, section 78i of the general property tax
act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.78i, as amended by 2001 PA 101 and section 78k of the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL
211.78k, as amended by 2001 PA 94.

“Enacting section 3. This amendatory act is not intended to and shall not be construed to modify or alter the ruling of the Michigan
supreme court in Smith v Cliffs on the Bay Condominium Association, docket no. 111587.”

For transfer of certain powers and duties relating to collection of delinquent taxes and forfeiture, foreclosure, and disposition of
tax-delinquent or tax-reverted property from department of natural resources to department of treasury by type II transfer, see E.R.O. No.
2004-1, compiled at MCL 211.281.

Enacting section 1 of Act 611 of 2006 provides:
"Enacting section 1. Sections 78i and 78k of the general property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.78i and 211.78k, as amended by

this amendatory act apply only to property foreclosed by a judgment of foreclosure entered pursuant to section 78k(5) of the general
property tax act, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.78k, after the effective date of this amendatory act."

Enacting section 5 of Act 611 of 2006 provides:
"Enacting section 5. This amendatory act is not intended to and shall not be construed to modify or alter the ruling of the Michigan

supreme court in Smith v Cliffs on the Bay Condominium Association, docket no. 111587."

Popular name: Act 206
THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 206 of 1893
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211.124 Repealed. 2001, Act 94, Eff. Dec. 31, 2003.
Compiler's note: The repealed section pertained to duties of auditor general.

Popular name: Act 206
THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 206 of 1893

211.135 Recording of conveyances; tax certificate; excepted conveyances; register of deeds;
violation; penalty.
Sec. 135. (1) If any deed, land contract, plat of any townsite or village, addition to any townsite, village, or

city plat, or any other instrument for the conveyance of title to any property, is presented to the register of
deeds of any county in this state for recording or filing, the register of deeds shall require all of the following
from the person presenting the instrument for filing:

(a) A certificate from the state treasurer, or from the county treasurer of the county, stating whether there
are any tax liens or titles held by this state, or by any individual, against the property sought to be conveyed
by the instrument.

(b) A certificate that all taxes due on that property have been paid for the 5 years preceding the date of the
instrument.

(c) A certificate from the city, village, or township treasurer in which the property is located, whether there
are any tax titles or certificates of tax sale held by the city, village, or township, or by any individual, against
the property to be conveyed.

(d) A certificate that all tax titles, tax certificates, or special assessments sold on that property to the city,
village, or township have been redeemed for the 5 years preceding the date of the instrument.

(2) If the certificate or certificates required under subsection (1) are not provided, the person presenting the
instrument for recording shall not record the instrument until the necessary certificate is presented.

(3) If any instrument is presented for certification on or after March 1 and before the local treasurer of the
local tax collecting unit in which the property is located has made his or her return of current delinquent taxes,
the county treasurer shall include with his or her certification a notation that the current delinquent return was
not available for examination. The register of deeds shall not refuse to record the instrument because of a lack
of complete certification.

(4) Taxes canceled by court decree made pursuant to section 67 shall be considered to have been paid
within the meaning of this section, provided title to the property against which those taxes were assessed is
not in this state on the date of the certificate.

(5) The register of deeds shall note the fact upon the deed that the required certificate or certificates have
or have not been presented to him or her when the instrument is presented for recording. If the person
presenting the instrument refuses to procure a certificate or certificates, the register of deeds shall endorse that
fact upon the instrument, over his or her official signature, and shall refuse to receive and record the
instrument.

(6) This section does not apply to any of the following:
(a) The filing of any town or village plat for the purpose of incorporation, insofar as the property included

in that plat is included in a plat already filed in the office of the register of deeds, or insofar as the description
of the property in that plat is not changed by the plat.

(b) The filing of any copy of the town, village, or city plat if the original plat filed in the office of the
register of deeds has been lost or destroyed.

(c) To any sheriff's or commissioner's deed executed for the sale of property under any proceeding in law,
or by virtue of any judgment of any of the courts of this state.

(d) To any deed of trust by any assignee, executor, or corporation executed pursuant to any law of this
state.

(e) To any quitclaim deed or other conveyance containing no covenants of warranty.
(f) To any patent executed by the president of the United States or the governor of this state.
(g) To any tax deed made by the state treasurer.
(h) To any deed executed by any railroad company conveying its right-of-way, provided the deed is

accompanied by a certificate of the state treasurer showing that all specific taxes due from the railroad
company have been paid, including taxes levied in the year in which the deed is executed.

(7) A violation of this section by any register of deeds is a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not more
than $100.00, and he or she is liable to the grantee of any instrument recorded for the amount of damages
sustained.
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History: 1893, Act 206, Eff. June 12, 1893;Am. 1895, Act 154, Eff. Aug. 30, 1895;CL 1897, 3957;CL 1915, 4134;CL
1929, 3531;Am. 1931, Act 261, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;Am. 1941, Act 234, Imd. Eff. June 16, 1941;CL 1948, 211.135;Am. 1958,
Act 164, Eff. Sept. 13, 1958;Am. 2002, Act 620, Imd. Eff. Dec. 23, 2002.

Popular name: Act 206
ACQUIRING PROPERTY FOR HIGHWAY PURPOSES (EXCERPT)

Act 352 of 1925

213.176 Possession notice; vesting of title; removal of obstructions on property.
Sec. 6. Upon the filing of such determination and proof of payment, tender or deposit as above provided,

the board or commissioner having the matter in charge shall give notice thereof to the owners or occupants of
the property therein described, which notice shall be served as provided in section 29 of this act. Said notice
shall state that the said board or commissioner is about to take possession of said property for the highway
purposes in said determination stated, and in cases where it is determined that benefits equal or exceed
damage, such fact shall be clearly set forth in said notice, which may also direct the owners or occupants of
such property to remove their fence or fences or other obstructions and encroachments within 10 days
thereafter. Upon the filing of such determination and the giving of such notice, the title, and the right of
possession to all of the property and property rights described in the determination shall vest in the county or
state, as the case may be, for the purpose or purposes therein stated, and in case the owners or occupants
thereof shall neglect or refuse to remove their fence, fences and other obstructions and encroachments within
10 days, the board or commissioner shall have the full power, and it shall be their duty to enter upon the
premises with such aid and assistance as shall be necessary and remove such fence or fences, obstructions or
encroachments without delay: Provided, That no person interested as owner, or otherwise, in any of the
property described in such determination, shall be required to vacate any lands or premises or move any
dwelling house or other building until after the damages, if any, determined as aforesaid, for the taking of
such property have been paid or tendered, and the notices given, in accordance with the provisions of sections
4, 4a, 5 and 6 of this act.

History: 1925, Act 352, Imd. Eff. May 27, 1925;Am. 1927, Act 92, Imd. Eff. Apr. 30, 1927;CL 1929, 3889;Am. 1931, Act
216, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;Am. 1937, Act 237, Eff. Oct. 29, 1937;Am. 1941, Act 279, Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 213.176.

ACQUIRING PROPERTY FOR HIGHWAY PURPOSES (EXCERPT)
Act 352 of 1925

213.188 Benefits to owners; deduction from damage costs.
Sec. 18. If any discontinued highway shall be upon lands through which a new highway shall be laid out,

the same may be taken into consideration in estimating the damages sustained by the owner of such lands; and
in like manner the benefits accruing to owners of lands by reason of laying-out, altering, widening or
otherwise improving any highway or of changing the line thereof, shall be taken into consideration in
determining the damages to be paid to any such owner as compensation for the taking of any of his property
for any such highway purpose. In each such case, the board or commissioner having the matter in charge, or
the court commissioners, as the case may be, shall state such fact and the amount deducted on account thereof
in the determination, or report, as the case may be: Provided, however, That benefits shall not be taken into
consideration as above stated in case there is any assessment levied on the abutting property by reason of the
laying out, altering, widening or otherwise improving said highway.

History: 1925, Act 352, Imd. Eff. May 27, 1925;CL 1929, 3901;Am. 1931, Act 216, Eff. Sept. 18, 1931;Am. 1941, Act 279,
Eff. Jan. 10, 1942;CL 1948, 213.188.

SALE OR LEASE OF REAL ESTATE ACQUIRED BY STATE (EXCERPT)
Act 230 of 1941

322.4 Notice of sale; deed of conveyance; documents attached; quitclaim deed.
Sec. 4. An affidavit of the publisher of the notice of sale required under section 2 shall be attached to the

deed conveying real estate under this act, together with a copy of the notice of sale, showing the dates of
publication of the notice. A copy of the resolution of the state administrative board approving the sale,
certified by the secretary of the state administrative board, shall also be attached to the deed of conveyance.
The conveyance of the property shall be by quitclaim deed, executed by the state treasurer for and on behalf
of the people of this state.

History: 1941, Act 230, Imd. Eff. June 16, 1941;CL 1948, 322.4;Am. 2002, Act 705, Imd. Eff. Dec. 30, 2002.

Revised Statutes of 1846 (EXCERPT)
CHAPTER 60. OF THE SUPERINTENDENCE AND DISPOSITION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS.
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322.308 Unimproved lands; patents, issuance, certification by commissioner of state land
office.
Sec. 8. The governor of the state shall sign and cause to be issued, patents for the lands described in any

certificate of purchase whenever the same shall be presented to him, with the further certificate of the
commissioner endorsed thereon, that the whole amount of principal and interest specified therein, together
with the taxes, charges and interest levied upon said land, have been paid according to law, and that the holder
of the certificate of purchase, whether as original purchaser or as purchaser of the right, title and interest of
such original purchaser at an execution or mortgage sale, is entitled to a deed therefor.

History: R.S. 1846, Ch. 60;Am. 1851, Act 82, Eff. July 5, 1851;CL 1857, 2451;Am. 1863, Act 107, Imd. Eff. Mar. 14, 1863;
CL 1871, 3824;How. 5269;CL 1897, 1332;CL 1915, 507;CL 1929, 5907;CL 1948, 322.308.

NEW DEEDS TO PURCHASERS OF STATE LANDS (EXCERPT)
Act 61 of 1935

322.551 New deeds; issuance by state.
Sec. 1. Any person or the heirs, executors, administrators or assigns of any person who has made a good

faith purchase of land from the state of Michigan and received from the state a conveyance purporting to pass
absolute title to said land, shall be entitled to a second conveyance by the state if it shall be found that, at the
time of the original conveyance, title to the land was vested in the United States and that the title has been
subsequently acquired by the state from the United States. The director of conservation is hereby authorized
to issue a quit claim deed in such case to any person entitled thereto, providing said person shall submit to the
attorney general evidence of his ownership in said land, and that the attorney general shall certify to the
director of conservation that said person is entitled to have a good and sufficient title to said land, based upon
the original conveyance from the state.

History: 1935, Act 61, Imd. Eff. May 17, 1935;CL 1948, 322.551.

NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.2106 Exchange of lands with private individuals; description; maintenance; conveyance
by individual; title; certification by attorney general; conveyance by state.
Sec. 2106. If the department determines that it is in the best interests of the state to exchange any of the

lands mentioned in section 2104 for lands of an equal area or of approximately equal value belonging to
private individuals, the department shall maintain a description of the lands to be conveyed and a description
of the lands belonging to individuals to be deeded to the state. Before any of the lands are deeded to an
individual as provided in this subpart, the person or persons owning the lands to be deeded to the state shall
execute a conveyance of those lands to the state. The attorney general shall examine the title to the lands
deeded to the state and certify to the department whether or not the conveyance is sufficient to vest in the state
a good and sufficient title to the land free from any liens or encumbrances. If the attorney general certifies that
the deed vests in the state a good and sufficient title to the deeded lands free from any liens or encumbrances,
the department shall execute a deed to the individual of the lands to be conveyed by the state selected by the
department in lieu of the lands.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 451 of 1994

324.2110 Tax homestead lands; record of copy of deed.
Sec. 2110. The registers of deeds in the several counties of this state shall receive and record all copies of

tax homestead deeds, duly certified to by the department or other officer having the custody of the records,
and the record of the certified copy has the same force and effect as the record of the original deed.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act 451 of 1994

324.2111 Records; certified copy; fee; recording conditions; perjury.
Sec. 2111. The department or other officer having charge of the records described in this subpart shall,

upon application from any person, make a certified copy of any tax homestead deed, as provided in this
subpart, upon the payment by the applicant of $1.50 for each certified copy. As a condition precedent to the
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recording of a copy of the deed, there shall be attached to the certified copy a sworn statement of the grantee
named in the deed, or his or her assign, heir, trustee, or grantee, that the original deed has been lost or is not
available for record, and any person swearing falsely under this subpart is subject to the penalties of perjury.

History: Add. 1995, Act 60, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.

Popular name: Act 451
THE REVISED SCHOOL CODE (EXCERPT)

Act 451 of 1976

380.1260 Deed restrictions or other prohibitions; lease or rent of property.
Sec. 1260. (1) Unless approved by the state board, a school board or intermediate school board shall not

impose any deed restriction prohibiting, or otherwise prohibit, property sold or transferred by the school board
or intermediate school board from being used for any lawful public education purpose. Any deed restriction or
other prohibition in effect as of the effective date of this subsection is void.

(2) If a school board or intermediate school board offers property of the school board or intermediate
school board for lease or rent, the school board or intermediate school board shall not refuse to lease or rent
the property to a person solely because the person intends to use the property for an educational purpose, if
the intent of the person is to use the property for a lawful educational purpose.

History: Add. 1994, Act 416, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995;Am. 1995, Act 289, Eff. July 1, 1996.

Popular name: Act 451
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